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of his animadversion upon his old acquaintance and
pupil. I now felt myself much mortified, and began
to think that the hope which I had long indulged of
obtaining his acquaintance was blasted. And, in truth,
had not my ardour been uncommonly strong, and my
resolution uncommonly persevering, so rough a recep-
tion might have deterred me for ever from making any
further attempts. Fortunately, however, I remained
upon the field not wholly discomfited; and was soon
rewarded by hearing some of his conversation, of which
I preserved the following short minute, without mark-
ing the questions and observations by which it was
produced.
'People (he remarked) may be taken in once, who
imagine that an author is greater in private life than
other men. Uncommon parts require uncommon op-
portunities for their exertion.*
4 In barbarous society, superiority of parts is of real
consequence. Great strength or great wisdom is of
much value to an individual. But in more polished
times there are people to do every thing for money; and
then there are a number of other superiorities, such
as those of birth and fortune, and rank, that dissipate
men's attention, and leave no extraordinary share of
respect for personal and intellectual superiority. This
is wisely ordered by Providence, to preserve some
equality among mankind.*
* Sir, this book (T/ie Elements of Criticism, which he
had taken up,) is a pretty essay and deserves to be held
in some estimation, though much of it is chimerical/
Speaking of one who with more than ordinary bold-
ness attacked publick measures and the royal family, he
said,